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FOR COL LEDFORD FROM 
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i- ATTEMPT TO PROVIDE YOU A BRIEF SUMMARY OF OUR FIRST 

SORTiE AND OTHER OBSERVATIONS FYI. MSN 320! INCLUDING SUPPORT SORTIES 
WERE COMPLETED AS BRIEFED. ALL ACFT WERE OFF ON TIME AND FLIGHT 
PLANS WORKED OUTVERY CLOSELY TO PREDICTED, WINDS IN SOME AREAS 
WERE SUBSTANTIALLY STRONGER THAN FORECAST BUT TIMING GENERALLY WORKED 
OUT VERY WELL. WEATHER WAS MUCH WORSE THAN BRIEFED AND CLOUD COVER 
REDUCED AMOUNT OF COVERAGE TO APPROX 35 PERCENT BY PILOTS ESTIMATE. 

2 » THE RENDEZVOUS FOR REFUELING WAS PERFECT WITH A MINIMUM OF 
RADIO CONVERSATION. FOR SOME REASON FUEL TRANSFER WAS MUCH SLOWER 
THAN usual REQUIRING CONTACT WITH THE BOOM 2 OR 3 TIMES LONGER THAN 
NORMAL. THIS PROBLEM IS BEING INVESTIGATED TO DETERMINE THE CAUSE 


OTHERWISE THERE WERE NO DIFFICULTIES, WHILE OH GCA 


JAL AFTER APPROX 


12 HOURS OF FLIGHT THE RUNWAY LIGHTS 


WENT OFF WHICH REQUIRED 


)RMAL 


| TO EXECUTE A GO AROUND AND ULTIMATELY LAND WITHOUT BENEFIT 
LIGHTING, HOWEVER, HE PUT THE ARTICLE DOWN VERY SMOOTHLY. 
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PAGE TWO 


THE TANKER HAD CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY WITH POSITION REPORTS 


AND OBTAINING RETURN CLEARANCE WITH NO VHF CAPABILITY.,, FINALLY 


overcam?; clearance problem by having another acft relay. 


was CONTACTED on hf upon arrival in the area and were informed that 


RADIUS CLEARANCE TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM* THIS WORKED VERY WELL AND 


PAVED THE WAY FOR RETURN FLIGHT AND PROVIDED EXPLANATION FOR NOT 


LANDING* ALL AIR TO GROUND CONTACTS ARE VERY DIFFICULT AND WILL 


CONTINUE TO BE A PROBLEM WITH NO UHF GROUND FACILITIES- AND MARGINAL 


HF COMMUNICATIONS 


25X1 


REGARDS TO AMOUNT 


REQUIRED PREPARATION AND ACTUAL EXECUTION DUE 


BY LENGTH OF MISSIONS, NUMBERS OF ACFT 6 AND FLIGHT PLANS TO BE 

TOPSECRET 
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25X6 


THE ACFI WAS EXPERIENCING HYDRAULIC PROBLEMS AND OBTAINED A ONE HOUR 


5, THESE MSNS ARE THE MOST DIFFICULT WE HAVE EVER ATTEMPTED WITH 


:0 INORDINATE AMOUNT OF EXTRA EFFORT REQUIRED* THIS IS NECESSITATED 


25X1 
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BRIEFED AND COORDINATED AND EXTRA AMOUNT OF COORDINATION REQUIRED 
WITH OTHER STATIONS* THESE SORTIES ARE VERY DEMANDING OF PERSONNEL 
AND EQUIPMENT THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT MISSIONS NO BE SCHEDULED ON 
SUCCESSIVE DAYS UNLESS CONSIDERED MANDATORY, UNDOUBTEDLY THERE 
WAS NO CHOICE IN THIS INSTANCE BUT FOR FUTURE PLANNING IF THERE 
IS A CHOICE* IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 3 OR 4 MSNS COULD BE RUN FROM A 
BASE IN CLOSER PROXIMITY TO THE AREA OF INTEREST FOR EACH ONE FROM 
I WITH THE SAME AMOUNT OF EFFORT, ALSO* THE CHANCES OF 
COMPLETING EACH SCHEDULED SORTIE ON THE FIRST ATTEMPT IS GREATLY 
REDUCED DUE TO THE NUMEROUS REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST MESH, HOWEVER* 

AM COMPLETELY CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO SATISFY THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THIS EXERCISE AS SOON AS THE WEATHER IS FAVORABLE FOR 
A PERIOD OF TIME, 

6. MORALE OF PERSONNEL REMAINS SATISFACTORY AT THIS POINT IN 
SPITE OF THE NUMEROUS DELAYS FOLLOWED BY WEATHER PROBLEMS ON THE 
FIRST EFFORT AND A LIMITED NUMBER OF SHOPPING DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS, 
OUR OPERATING FACILITIES ARE GOOD AND SO FAR THE ARTICLE! AND SYSTEMS 
APPEAR TO BE IN GOOD SHAPE, WE WILL BE READY TO GO AGAIN AS SOON 


25X1 A AS OUR 


ARE HEALTH Ye 


END OF MESSAGE 
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